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The unacceptable faces of  Capitalism 
by Naim Dangoor 

When I was at University in the 
early thirties studying engineering, I 
often used to reflect as a teenager on 
the prevalent economic order that was 
responsible for mounting unemploy- 
ment and deepening depression. I 
once asked myself, how can money 
earn interest if I lend to other people 
and yet it does not earn interest if I 
keep it in my pocket? I also noticed 
that the bad distribution of wealth 
created unnecessary poverty in a world 
of plenty. 

I realised that the capitalist system 
which had evolved over many centuries 
had many hidden fallacies that needed 
correction. Communism was not the 
answer. Communism is a manifest- 
ation of a faulty capitalist system that 
breeds revolt as the rich get richer and 
the poor find themselves cheated. In 
short, communism is the disease of 
capitalism. 

In the event, communism lasted just 
70 years, and 1989 will be remembered 
as a watershed in modern history. The 
domino collapse of East European 
regimes was the result of disillusion- 
ment with the communist philosophy. 
The swing is now in the opposite 
direction, towards free enterprise and 
private ownership. A State Depart- 
ment official celebrated "the victory of 
Western liberal capitalism over social- 
ism" by concluding that the best of all 
possible socio-economic systems is 
now centre stage. 

Such euphoria is unwarranted, for 
we are back to thc status quo  ante with 
all its faults. The formula, "each for 
himself and let the devil take the 
hindmost" is not acceptable as a just 
social philosophy. 

While socialism preaches equality, 
capitalism preaches equal opportunity; 
but the opportunity of free enterprise 
must not permit exploitation and. pri- 
vate ownership must not result in 
economic slavery. 

C a p i t a l i s m ' s  fau l t s  

In 1940, exactly fifty years ago, I 
identified the errors of capitalism by 
differentiating between the creation of 

wealth and the storage of wealth, and 
came to the conclusion that individuals 
should not have the ability to store 
wealth in ficticious values - in other 
words, in assets which constitute a 
debt on the community. The main 
culprits in this category are: land 
values, paper money and public debts. 
I came to this conclusion on my own 
before I heard of Henry George, who 
was only concerned with land values. 
His cure-all remedy of land value 
taxation did not catch on. 

] believe that the individual must 
not be allowed to store wealth in paper 
or in land. At present, every child in 
Britain is born to a debt of some 
£20,000 and has to pay a large part of 
his future earnings to service this debt. 

I s l amic  e c o n o m i c s  
Iranian leader, All Khameini, re- 

cently predicted that capitalism would 
go the same way as communism, leaving 
Islam to dominate the world! "Neither 
East nor West," he reiterated. "There 
is no East ar~y more and the West will 
eventually go the same way." But 
Islam has nothing to offer in the way of 
modern economics. Islamic banking is 
just a clumsy way to get around usury 
by artificial means. 

The divine command against usury 
has never been understood by all three 
Judaic religions since the time of 
Moses. The only way to abolish usury 
is to havc money issued by the con- 
sumer and not by the moneylender. A 
viable banking system can function on 
that basis. 

C r y  f r e e d o m  
The Jubilee system of the Torah is 

the basis of sound economics. Every 
50 years, land reverts to the nation, alI 
debts are wiped out and the communi- 
ty starts with a clean slate. This can be 
done in the modern world by taxing 
lm~d and paper, and providing a nat- 
ional dividend for all. 

Since the end of the war, vast 
fortunes have been made by property 
owners. How can a person justify a 
personal wealth of £20,000 million'? 

It was one of our Babylonian 

Geonim, 1000 years ago, who noticed 
that there was less poverty in new 
towns than in old, but he didn't know 
the reason. In new towns wealth had 
not yet precipitated to the pockets of a 
few individualsQ 

The Jews of York 
March 1990 witnessed the 800th anmver- 

sary of the martyrdom of the Jews of York, 
England. Beseiged in Clifford's Tower by a 
local mob, they were given the choice of 
being baptised or being killed. 

The Jews of York chose a third option: 
mass suicide in imitation of the defenders 
of Massada as the Roman army closed in 
on them. 

In 1189, when Richard I came to power, 
he helped to organise the Third Crusade. 
The Jews of England suffered at the hands 
of the populace who wanted to indulge in a 
crusade less dangerous and with more 
immediate profit. At Richard's coronation 
there were riots at Westminster and 
rumours that the king had givcn permission 
to kill the Jews. In London, the mob 
attacked Old Jewry, setting fire to houses. 
All Jews were killed at Lynm Many were 
slain at Stamford Fair and Bury St. 
Edmunds. The greatest tragedy of the 
period was the annihilation of the Jewish 
community of York in March 1190. 

"Five hundred Jews had retired into 
the castle for safety and, finding 
themselves unable to defend the 
place, murdered their own wives and 
children, threw the dead bodies over 
the walls upon the populace and 
then, setting fire to the houses, 
perished in the flames. The gentry of 
the neighbourhood, who were all 
indebted to the Jews, ran to the 
cathedral where their bonds were 
kept and made a solemn bonfire of 
the papers before the altar!" 
(History of' England by David 
Hume, 1823, Vol. 1I)O 

Beth Hatcfutsoth is about to publish an 
album on the Jews or Iraq as part of our 
series of Community Albums. I shall be 
conducting research in British Archives in 
the or)ruing weeks and hope to be able to 
collect visual material among the Baby- 
lonian community as weltO 
Beth Hatefutsoth , Sarah Gilboa-Karni 
Israel 

Scribe: Any reader who can supply interest- 
ing photographs, please contact this Journal. 
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Dating the Exodus from Egypt 
b y  N a i m  D a n g o o r  

According to Bible  reckoning,  the Ex-  
odus took place in  the  year  2448 A n n o  
Mundi - 1312 BCE,  33 centuries ago. Bu t  
most historians put  the  date of the  Exodus 
76 years la ter  in 1236 BCE.  

Al l  sources agree  that  the  story of 
Joseph, and Jacob's descent to Egypt  wi th  
70 souls, took place during the  18th Dynas-  
ty (1559-1319) of the  N e w  Kingdom (1575- 
121)0). 

The Semitic Hyksos invaded Egypt  
c.1659 and were  in  power when  the  N e w  
Kingdom began in  1575. In  1559 the  
Hyksos rulers were  driven out of Egypt ,  
and that  was the  start of the  18th Dynasty. 
Joseph and,  la ter ,  Jacob, came to Egypt  
during that  dynasty and the  Israelites were  
given land in  Goshen, in the  eastern Del ta ,  
far  from the  seat of Pharaoh  which was at 
Thebes in Upper  Egypt,  400 miles away. 

Bu t  wherever  the Jews settle,  the  region 
becomes prosperous, and  Goshen even- 
tually became so prosperous tha t  the  la ter  
rulers of the  18th Dynasty  moved thei r  
capital from Thebes to the  Del ta .  (This 
explains how Pharaohls daughter  was the re  
to spot baby Moses among the  bulrushes).  
It is very likely that it was  Joseph himself 
who moved the Egyptian capital to the 
Delta. The message that  Joseph, as ru ler  of 
Egypt, sent to his fa ther  was,  "'Come down 
to me;  don' t  delay. You shall dwell  in  the  
region of Goshen and be  n e a r  me ."  (Gen.  
45:10). 

Akhnaton  (r.1367-1350), whose wife was 
Neferti t i ,  was in  Goshen when  he  intro- 
duced a kind of monotheism in  Egypt  
during his 17-year reign, inf luenced no 
doubt by Hebrew beliefs and practices. 
The four principles of the  new fai th were:  
1) Aton,  the sun's disc, is the  only god. 
2 ) Th i s  single god created and mainta ins  
Egypt rind Nubia  and Canaan  and even  the  
most distant regions. 3) This god has none 
of the forms imagined  by the  people. 
4) Pharaoh is the  son of A ton ;  l ike his 
father,  the  sun, he  is reborn every morn-  
ing. 

Akhnaton ' s  son, T u t a n k h a m u n  (r.13a7- 
1339), spent most  of his short life in  the  
Del ta  at  Memphis ,  the  capital built  by 
Menes,  the  first Pharaoh,  who un i ted  
Upper  and Lower  Egypt ,  the  two Egypts,  
the two "Misr"s - hence  "Misrayim".  I 
believe that the famous treasures of 
Tutankhamun were  the work of Hebrew 

Rameses  I I  also served as mayor  of 
Avaris when  he  was crown prince.  Al l  t he  
indications are  tha t  i t  was the  Rameses  
mayors who forced the  Israeli tes to build 
the  store cities in the  Goshen area.  Rame-  
ses I is the  Pharaoh  referred to in  the  Bible 
as the  one  "who knew not Joseph." The  
Oppression thus started in 1317 B C E  at the  
start of the  19th Dynasty.  

Moses ki l led the  Egypt ian  in the  re ign of 
Rameses I I  and  r ema ined  a fugit ive t i l l  t he  
end  of his long reign,  which lasted 66 years, 
and an  amnesty  was declared when  the  son 
of Rameses  II  ascended the  throne as 
Merneph tah  in  1237. I t  was dur ing this  
Pharaoh's  re ign that  "Prince" Moses, now 
80 years old, came to ask, "Le t  my people 
go!" 

If  the  Exodus took place in 1236 BCE,  
how tong did the  sojourn of the  Israelites in  
Egypt  last? Four  centuries,  as God has 
foretold A b r a h a m  (Gen.  15: 13-14), or four 
generat ions,  since Moses was the  son of 
A m r a m ,  son of Keha th ,  son of Levi ,  son of 
Jacob? 

There  is no  reason to doubt  tha t  Moses 
was 4th genera t ion f rom Jacob or to doubt  
the  exact length of the  sojourn in  Egypt,  
given in the  Bible  (Ex.12:40)  as 430 years. 
However ,  the re  is no  way  tha t  70  souls 
would  become 600,000 men ,  besides the  
women and  children, in  four generations.  

The explanat ion is tha t  the  Exodus 
involved not jus t  Jacob's descendants but 
o ther  Habirus  who had come to the  D e l t a  
much ear l ier ,  as wel l  as la ter :  1236 + 430 = 
1666, the  year  of the  migra t ion  of Habirus  
to Egypt.  Some historians,  such as 
Josephus, associate the  arr ival  of the  
Habirus wi th  the  coming of the  Semitic 
Hyksos, who invaded in 1659 and  were  
driven out in  1559. B u t  the  n a m e  Hyksos 
refers only to the rulers.  

The  conclusion is tha t  Habi ru  t r ibesmen 

craftsmen. In reply to my let ter ,  the  Brit ish " " ~ - ~ . ' ~ n ~ m ~ l m  
Museum have said tha t  they have  nothing r - - ~  3 .  
to disprove this  theory.  ~ I I L .  _ . ~ / l ~  

The last king of the 18th Dynas ty  was 
Horemheb,  who re igned for 30 years. H e  
had no son, and he  therefore  secured the  
succession for Rameses,  the  mayor  of Z a r u  
(Avaris) ,  and  the  king's vizier ,  af ter  his 
own death.  Avaris  was buil t  by the  Hyksos 
and was thei r  last stronghold in Egypt.  

Rameses I was very old when  he  
ascended the  throne as founder  of the  19th 
Dynasty and  ru led  for only a couple of 
years before being succeeded by his son as 
Seti I. H e  must,  therefore ,  have been  
mayor of Avaris  for a long t ime.  
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came to Egypt  before the  Hyksos and 
remained  there  af ter  the Hyksos rulers 
were  driven out.  The Hyksos, of course, 
made  use of the  presence of Habiru  tribes- 
men during thei r  century-long rule in 
Lower Egypt  ( the  Del ta) .  

i n  his controversial  book Stranger in the 
Valley of the Kings (Souvenir  Press, 1987) 
the Egypt ian  author ,  A h m e d  Osman ex- 
plains tha t  the  l ine of descent in  Egypt  was 
through the eldest  daughter ,  and the  eldest 
son marr ied  he r  to keep  the  t i t le  of 
Pharaoh in  the  family. 

Osman claims that  Joseph was appointed 
Vizier  by TUthmosis IV  (r.1413-1405), and 
continued as Viz ie r  to his son Amenho tep  
III  (r.1405-1367) who ascended the  throne 
at the  age of 12. Osman identifies Joseph 
with Yuya  who was the ma te rna l  grand- 
fa ther  of Akhna ton ,  and says tha t  Joseph's 
mummy is to be  found in the Cairo 
Museum. Joseph is quoted in the  Bible  as 
saying, "God hath  set me  a fa ther  to 
Pharaoh."  Yuya,  who was not of royal 
blood but  whose tomb was discovered 
almost intact  in  1905 in the  Val ley  of the  
Kings a t  Thebes,  opposite Luxor,  is the  
only person in  Egypt ian  history known to 
have the  t i t le  "a fa ther  to Pharaoh."  

Osman concludes by not ing that  not long 
after the  depar ture  of the  Israelites, Egypt  
fell  under  foreign rule,  a dominat ion that  
lasted, in one  form or another ,  for 3,000 
years, unt i l  1952, when  the  Albanian  King 
Farouk was ousted. "It  almost coincided 
with the  Israeli  homecoming. l '  

On a recent  visit to Cairo we were  taken 
to the Ibn Ezra  Synagogue and we stood in 
awe when  we were  told tha t  was the  spot 
where  Moses prayed j ust before embark ing  
on the  Exodus. 

The site was apparent ly  identif ied by the 
Prophet  Je remiah  when  he  fled to Egypt  
after the destruction of the  First TempleO 

Can this be the face of Joseph? Yuya's  amazingly well  preserved m u m m y  at the Cairo 
Museum.  The  features are  non-Egypt ian,  thc position of the  hands, palms down under  the 
chin, is unique in Ancien t  Egypt;  the  ears,  unusually,  are unpierced.  In his book, The 
Language of the Pentateuch in its Relation to Egyptian, A b r a h a m  S. Yahuda  discusses the  
mean ing  of Joseph's Egypt ian  name - Zaphnarh  PaaneahQ 
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An Indian Convert  

Prem Doss S. Yehudi, lawyer and writer, 
is a Dravidian Judaist. He was born in 1953 
in Kerala, on the Malabar coast, India, to 
Christian parents. Of Tamil descent, he 
speaks Malayalam as his mother tongue 
and devotes his spare time to Hebrew 
studies. 

In 1982 he studied at a yeshivah in 
Jerusalem and in 1986 was circumcised in 
Cochin, underwent Tebilat Gerut, was 
called up to the Torah and he added 
"Yehudi" to his name, and changed his 
signature to Hebrew characters. 
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His first major work - Israel  as  seen b y  
an I n d i a n  - was published in 1983. In his 
latest book - T h e  Sh ing ly  H e b r e w s  - he 
gives a detailed account of the Jews in 
Kerala, popularly known as Cochin Jews. 

Following are some extracts: 
Kerala Jewry, with its 3,000-year history, is 

the oldest continuous Jewish community in the 
world. The ancestors of these Malayalam- 
speaking Jews are believed to have landed in 
Kodungallur during the reign of King Solomon. 
Shingly is the Hebrew name of their settlement. 

It used to take at least three years to make the 
round voyage. The Hebrew sailors took back 
with them "ivory, apes and peacocks" and 
"almug trees (fragrant sandal wood) and prec- 
ious stones." "And the King made of the sandal 
wood pillars for the house of the Lord, and for 
the King's house, harps also and psalteries for 
the singers; there came no such sandal wood, 
nor was seen, unto this day." "Moreover, the 
King made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid 
it with the finest gold." 

It was very hard to sail up to the Red Sea, 
because of the adverse wind and also because of 
the pirates. Goods were, therefore, brought 
overland by camel caravans from south Arabia. 
The Judean kingdom was one of the mediators 
in the trade that came from India to the West in 
the fleets of King Solomon. 

Dravidian tradition considers that Ezra. an 
Israeli Jewish architect, designed the famous 
musical pillars of the Meenakshi temple at 
Madurai. 

Jews also reached the Malabar coast after the 
destruction of the kingdom of Israel and of the 

First and Second Temples. Jewish exiles brought 
with them from the Second Temple two trumpets 
with the {ineffable name of  the Eternal carved on 
them in Hebrew. They are the priceless possess- 
ions of  the community. 

Moses Pereira de Paiva, a Dutch Jew who 
visited Cochin in 1686, enquired about the 
ancestry of the local Jews. They told him that 
their ancestors came to Malabar from the 
Balearic Island of Majorca. Seventy to eighty 
thousand Jews arrived in Malabar in 379 CE. 
They were the descendants of Jews exiled from 
Judea to Majorca by Titus. This information is 
disputedtl 

Passover  in Kera la  
condensed from an article by Prem 
Doss S. Yehudi  in I n d i a n  E x p r e s s  of  

Cochin  

In Kerala, as elsewhere, Jews observe 
their annual Passover feast with the ritual 
of search for leaven. 

Kerala Jewry, whose roots go back to 
the beginning of Judaism, is an exotic 
Orthodox community known for its unique 
customs and traditions which are based 
directly on the ancient Biblical rites fol- 
lowed in West Asia three millennia ago. 
Though the community has had to contend 
with the issue of massive emigration to 
Israel, Jewish life continues normally and 
unhindered in Kerala. 

Hebrew and Indian cultures have existed 
side by side in Cochin city with mutual 
respect for centuries. In Jew Street, the 
two synagogues - Kadavumbhagam and 
Thekkumbhagam- are well preserved. But 
Cochin Jews go to Jew Town to discharge 
their religious obligations. 

Today, Kerala's 100-strong Jewish com- 
munity is the smallest religious group in the 
State. 

The Cochin Jew Town Synagogue is 420 
years old. 

Large quantities of unleavened-bread 
are baked before the onset of the holy day. 
This special bread, called M a t z a h ,  is the 
symbol of the bread of affliction which the 
Hebrews ate in Mitzrayim. 

Kerala Jews make their own m a t z o t h  
weeks before the holy day, even though it 
is possible to obtain them from Bombay 
and Israel. 

The distinctive ritual of Pessah is the 
chanting of the Haggadah during dinner on 
the first day of the festival. 

The emancipation of the Hebrew slaves 
has had a beneficial impact on the history 
of mankind, it illuminates the concept of 
freedom and provides it with divine sanc- 
tion. The Torah enjoins: "qt (Pes~ah) is a 
night of observance unto Hashem (the 
Almighty) for bringing them (the Heb- 
rews) out of the land of Egypt. This same 
night is a night of observance unto Hashem 
for all the children of Israel throughout 
their generations" (Shemoth 12, 42). 
Therefore every Jew is bound to mark the 
appointed day by taking part in the Seder 
feast. 

It is pertinent to note that Pessah is 
designed to instil in the observants regard 
for the values of humility and fraternity. 
During the feast they see themselves as 
though they themselves had emerged from 
slavery. And they come out physically and 
spiritually refreshed. Even so, it is one of 
the happy holidays in the Jewish calendarO 
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At the Dangoer.pinto wedding in March. The gathering included guests from 17 countries. 
Dangoor; Michael and Audrey; Sylvain and Denise Pinto; Dayan Dr. Plnhas Toledano. 

Thank you for adding my name to your  
mail ing list. I was born in Basra  in 1943, 
l ived in Israel  f rom 1953-1958, and in 
Bri ta in from 1958 to date.  

Al l  best wishes to your  organisat ion.  
Please le t  me  know i f  I can be  of any  he lpO 
Southsea, Hampshire Adel Resouly 

May I make  some observations about  
your  Apri l  '89 issue? 
1. Thoughts on Passover (P. Gourgey) :  by 

the Fourth C o m m a n d m e n t  Moses 
emerges as the  world's first t rade union-  
ist. 

2. From Baghdad to Jersualem (M. 
Kahtan) :  "Kurdish refugees and  mass 
murder  by chemicals" of Kurds not "by 
Kurds" - "Judaica" should be  Judea.  

3. The Cairo  Conference of 1921 (N. D a n -  
goor) was excel lentO 

East Yorkshire (Dr.) Leslie I. Hardy 

P a g e  4 

Whi le  E l i e  and I were  in Aus t ra l ia  last 
summer ,  we m e t  many  people f rom Iraq,  
or born of I raqi  parents.  It  was most  
interesting. 

One  of our  best fr iends - born of Iraqi  
parents - had not heard  of The Scribe and 
would be  very interested to receive it. His 
Honour  J.  Isaac is Emer i tus  Professor and 
a Judge in  the Arb i t ra t ion  Cour t  in  Vic- 
to r iaO 
London Sylvia Kedourie 

I would appreciate informat ion about  
the  Exilarch's  Foundat ion:  its background,  
and its current  activities. Also, are  pr ivate  
contributions needed  to support t he  
Foundat ion?O 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Elliot 8hakarehl 
The Scribe: The  Exi larch was the  head  of 
Babylonian Jewry  since ea r ly  days; i t  is 
said tha t  King  Yehoyachin ,  who was exi led 
in 593 BCE,  was the  first Exilarch.  The  
office came to an  end  in 1270 and  was 
revived in  London  by Mr.  N a i m  Dangoor  

in  1970, exactly 700 years afterwards. The 
a im is to keep  together  Babylonian Jews 
who are now dispersed all  over the  world. 

For this purpose The Scribe was started 
in  1971 and has been resumed in  1983. It  is 
now appearing about  6 t imes a year  and is 
sent  to an  ever  increasing circle. The 
Exilarch's Foundat ion also publishes a 
Baghdadian Haggadah  in Hebrew,  Arabic 
and English and  has also published in 
Israel a Hebrew commenta ry  on the  Penta- 
teuch in two volumes by Chief  Rabbi  
H a k h a m  Ezra  Dangoor ,  The  Foundat ion is 
also endeavouring to prepare a register of 
Iraqi  Jews all  over the  wor ld  for the  benefit  
of future generations.  We  are  also ready to 
help Iraqi communit ies  in solving thei r  
problems and promot ing unity. 

The Foundat ion has been  endowed by 
Mr. Dangoor  and whi le  private contribu- 
tions are not needed they would be very 
welcomeO 

In your leading art icle "People of Israel, 
Listen to me ,"  in  The Scribe of March 



nset - Top Table ,  I. to r .  C o m m u n a l  Rabbi  Dr .  Abraham and Mrs .  Levy; Naim and RenL~e 
(Panoramic photos by CA MEG) 

1990, you have excelled once again,  and  in 
no uncertain terms, in  exposing in a very  
brief  but concise manner ,  the  facts of a 
very complicated problem.  These  facts 
which are invariably ignored not only by 
the  media  but the politicians for reasons of 
their  own, are pa ramount ,  to borrow a 
word often used by Mrs. Thatcher ,  and  
have to be t aken  into account i f  a last ing 
set t lement  is real ly to be  found. 

In the  mean t ime ,  considering the  vigour 
with which most nations cry rape everyt ime 
Arabs are hur t  or  ki l led whilst  carrying out  
acts of r ioting and terror ism in Israel,  and  
the  amazing lack of concern and resil ience 
in accepting dai ly massacres of Arabs  in 
Arab countries,  Israel,  the  State  of Israel 
as well  as Jews everywhere ,  should stop 
pussy-footing a round  and  get  on wi th  the  
job of ensuring Israel 's security and the  
well-being of its people in the i r  l andO 
Surrey Moshe Kahtan 

I was very happy to hea r  about  your  
nrganisation. I was born in Iraq and now I 

am "back to my  roots." I am very in- 
terested in  get t ing your  publication. I also 
wan t  to get  an  I raqian  Haggaddah.  I thank  
you very very much!O 
Canoga Park, C.A., Rivka Ben-Daniel 
U.S.A. 

I must  say that  i t  was quite  excit ing to 
see in the  back page of the March issue all  
about  my talk.  The photo  surprised me  
too, no  end. It  adds a lot  to the  write-up. 
Thanks again for every th ing  you have done 
for me.  It  is very much appreciatedO 
Lexington, Mass. Prof. Fred Ezekiel 

My visit to Baghdad  in  November  was a 
complete fai lure.  

In Baghdad I could not f ind any  city 
maps, and people at  the  Minis t ry of Infor- 
mation as well  as the  Canadian  Embassy 
did not know or  were  not wil l ing to te l l  me  
the whereabouts  of the  Jewish Communi -  
ty .  So I have nothing to report.  

From there  I proceeded to Calcutta. 

McGil l -Queen 's  Univers i ty  Press in 
Montreal  is considering whether  to under-  
take publishing a book on The Jews of 
Calcutta which I am preparing.  I shall be  
spending six weeks  in China  recording folk 
music of the  Nax i  minor i ty  nat ional i ty in 
Yunnan  province. I re turn  to Toronto in  
Apr i lO  
Toronto Norman Track 

I was very fascinated when I read in your 
September  1989 issue the  article about  H.  
Abdul lah  Somekh,  who is my father 's first 
uncle. I would appreciate i t  if  you put me 
on your  mai l ing  l is tQ 
Montreal Regina Saleh (n~e Somekh) 

Mr. S.S. has been tel l ing people tha t  he  
has known me  for 75 years. H e  must  be 
right. A l though  I am only 75 years old, I 
well  r emember  seeing h im at my Bri th  
Mi la !O 
Cheshire George E. 
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The Jews' missed opportunities 
Much d~scussion is going on concerning the  future of the  West Bank  and Gaza and 

Israel's secure borders, but these discussions are confined to narrow parameters ,  without  
regard to the  reali t ies of the Middle East  and the  lessons of history, 

The lesson of the  last 3,000 years is tha t  any nat ion that  wants to have a lasting presence 
in the Fert i le Crescent must  achieve hegemony over the whole  region. Any  at tempt to hold 
only a small part  of the area  has ended in  faifurc. 

This, perhaps, part ly explains why the First Temple  lasted only 350 },ears, the  Second 600 
years and the  Mosque of O m a r  on the  site has lasted over 1,300 years. (The architecture 
may also be a factor). 

Does history repeat  i tselQ Like  a good teacher,  History only repeats itself when its 
lesson is not learned.  Israel must  realise tha t  her  t rue  frontiers are on the  borders of I ran  
and Turkey and must  regard the whole  Fert i le Crescent as her  area  of concern and 
influence. 

It  was the Jews who invited the  Arabs and helped them to conquer the  Fert i le Crescent 
and playcd a leading role in organising its administrat ion.  

Since the end of the  First World War,  Arab  regimes have been set up  in the  region 
without regard to the  fights and interests of the o ther  inhabitants.  In  i raq ,  in particular,  
Jews had m e r e  historical rights than the  Arabs but the  Arabianizat ion of the region has 
been going on for 70 years and has been intensified for the  last 30 years, during which t ime  
the Arab  population has doubled and redoubled. 

The Jews were squeezed out of Iraq and Syria, the  Kurds have becn persecuted and 
transferred from their  habitats to distant places and the Lebanese Christians are being 
subdued. 

In the 1,100 years from 500 B C E  to 600 CE,  the  Jews had :several opportunities to 
establish their  ru le  in the Fert i le Crescent, but they left i t  to the  Arabs to burst out  of the 
desert and spread the  Judaic message of Islam. 

Can there  be a new opportuni ty?Q 

A r a b  L a n d  L a w  t a k e s  ef fect  
T h o u s a n d s  o f  J e w s  d e p r i v e d  o f  l a n d s  

f r o m  Chronicles of the Past 3 April, 694 
1296 years ago 

The Law of Land Expropriat ion wen t  into effect today, after the  Caliph's High  
Court  in Damascus rejected a last minute  appeal by the Jews of Be th  Shun. 

Thousands of families which had returned to the  farms taken away from them 65 
years ago by Roman Emperor  Heraclius,  are now to be  expropriated once again - 
this t ime by the Caliph. 

Some of the seized lands witl become the  Caliph's personal property,  while  the  rest 
are to be distributed among Moslem immigrants  from Arabia.  

Arab leaders explained that all lands now belong to them hy the right of cnnquestQ 
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Antisemitism defined 
There  is a significant component  of 

sadism in antisemitism. Sadists are  excited 
by the  proximity of defenceless individuals;  
and when the  individuals cease to appear 
dcfenceless, some potential  antisemites 
tend to lose interest. 

Opinion surveys show that  antisemitism 
actually reached its peak right at  the end of 
WWII - when Jews seemed at the i r  most 
helpless, ever - and went  on declining 
through the fifties and sixties when Jews 
began to look distinctly less helpless. It  is 
said tha t  after the  Six Day  War,  every Jew 
became an inch taller! 

It  is on the  rise again,  as more  pressure is 
applied on Israel t o  accommodate the  
Palestinians, and the Jewish State is look- 
ing morc isolated in  the  world. 

The Arabs have c lever ly  manoeuvred 
world opinion into believing that  the Mid- 
dle East conflict is between Israeli Jews and 
Palesfinian Arabs, The eonflicg is with the 
neighboufing Arab countries who have to 
find a solution themselves to the Palestinian 
problem which they created. 

By turning the  tables on the  Arabs,  
antisemitism would again losc its f o r c c t  

Arabs and 
Soviet Jewry 

Since 1987, the PLO and various A r a b  
governments  have  been trying to put press- 
ure  on Moscow to prevent  Russian Jews 
from leaving for Israel. But  the  Soviet 
government  has refused to discuss a 
domestic subject, one  involving human 
rights and covered by Soviet-US t rade  
agreements.  

Dur ing WWII,  t h e  Arabs followed the  
same tactics with Hi t ler  and succeeded in 
stopping Jews from leaving Europe,  thus 
ending in the  gas chambers. The  Arabs 
havc to bear a ma jo r  responsibility for the  
Holocaust, 

Arab  countr ies  often threaten with 
boycott, but  nothing happens to those Who 
call their  bluff. Af ter  the war  they tried to 
prevent West Germany  f rom paying repa- 
rations to Israel, but  Bonn refused to be 
intimidated and went  on to pay £27 b i l l ion  
in Jewish compensat ionO 

Tell me a story 
A lady told me the  other  day that  she 

reads The Scribe from cover to cover, and 
enjoys every Word of it, But, she confessed, 
she forgets everything soon afterwards. I 
assured her  tha t  she didn ' t  have  to feel  
guilty, 

When  I was eight  and my grandfather  
was nearly eighty, we used to lie down on 
the flat roof of the house in the  heat  of the 
Baghdad summer  evening and he  used to 
tell  me interesting anecdotes from his life 
experience and his vast knowledge. He  
then used to ask me to tel1 h i m  a s t o r ?  
myself. Af ter  recounting short talcs from 
my limited repertoire ,  I once asked him, 
"Sida, will  you remember  the  stories I am 
tell ing you? . . . .  No,  my son," came the  
reply, "But  I enjoy them for the mom- 
en t"O 



The Rose Garden 
W b y  M e e t  S. Basri  

Meet  Basri occupied many high positions in Iraq: at the Foreign Ministry, Director of the Baghdad Chamber of Commerce, Manager of 
Eastern Commercial Corporation, Director of the Dates Marketing Board, represented Iraq at a number of international conferences, and 
was finally President of the Community in Iraq. His prolific memory is a veritable encyclopaedia of dates, events and personalities. He 
wrote several books on economics, polities and literature• 

But  above all, Meer  Basri wishes to be  remembered as a poet. He has several collections of poetry, in particular, an ilyad on the history 
of the world - 3000 verses long. 

. 

The Rose Garden in Regents Park, London 
(Translated from the Arabic) 

The Rose Garden called me in winter. 
The naked twigs bowed down, 
Dark clouds filled the sky 
shrouding the old languid sun. 

The wind whistled like a forlorn bereaved mother 
who lost the warmth of far-off seas. 
The bushes bended their heads 
wearing their yellow tattered garments. 

The cold was frozen like a sheet of ice, 
bridling water with an iron ring, 
sending a wave of desperation in the dull universe• 
But  the roses slept mysteriously inside the bushes 
akin to embryos dreaming 
of a warm brilliant spring• 

The Rose Garden Re-visited 
I returned to the Garden. What a happy return, 
when the nascent spring flutters with the breeze. 
It  sings, plays, exudes love and 
intoxicates the soul with dormant passions. 

O Roses blossoming in a bath 
of fragrance and light, 
unfurling their petals at dawn, 
enamoured of themselves like graceful Narcissi. 

The Rose said to me: Do you not know? 
You were lost between despair and hope, 
you felt sorrow and happiness. 
But  Time wears and renews, 
fills the horizon with glitter and then dissipates 
the light. 
Everything is transient, even EternityO 

Jewish Senior Officials of  I r a q -  1950 
In addition to the list of 1945 which appeared in the No. 38 issue. 
This and previous lists were supplied hy Mr. Meet S. Basil. 

Shaul Hakham Sasson, b.1908, Mumayiz,  Ministry of Agriculture 
Yahuda lshaq, b.1899, Mumayiz,  Ministry of Finance 
Heskail Haron Ishaq, b.1900, Mumayiz,  Ministry of Finance 
Salman Khedhouri, b.1899, Director, Baghdad Treasury 
Asher Yusuf, b.1898, Director, Basrah Treasury 
Ya'cub Ezra, b.1904, Accountant,  Ministry of Justice 
Moosa Yahya, b.1910, Inspector, Posts and Telegraphs 
Ncssim Ezra Nessim, b.1917, Teacher, Teachers' College 
Nadbem Shaul Shahrabani, b.1909, Teacher, Central Intermediate School 
Meer Basri, b.1912, Director, Date  Association, Ministry of Economics 
Dr. Nadhem Shemtob Muallem, b.1909, Veterinary Officer, Kirkuk 
Dr. Meer Muallem, b.1909, Veterinary Officer, Karkh,  Baghdad 
Dr. Josephine Shahi, b.1918, Physician, institute of Pathology 
Dr. Albert Rabce, b.1919, Physician, Baghdad Health Service 
Dr. Yusuf Gabbai, b.1913, Physician, Amadiyah Hospital 
Dr. Daud Rouben Gabhay, b.1914, Physician, Amarah Hospital 
Dr. Marce~e 5a~ma~, b . ~ 7 ,  Physician, Amara~ F)osp)~a) 
Dr. Latifah Lawee, b.1915, Physician, Basrah Hospital 
Dr. Ezra Ibrahim, b.1913, Physician, Abul Khassib Dispensary 
Dr. Kbedhouri Nessim, b.1913, Physician, Diwaniyat Dispensary 
Dr. Aziza Elias, b.1917, Physician, Hillah Hospital 
Dr. Ezra Tarzi, b.1910, Physician, Royal Hospital, BaghdadO 

On our mailing list 
Ezra Lev (Bilbul), Ramat Gan 
Avigail Penn, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Efraim Sadka, Tel Aviv 
Ovadia Hardoon, Ramat  llan 
Dr. Abraham Haim, Jerusalem 
S.M. Zilkha, Bat Yam 
Eddie Bekhor, Moaz Ziona 
David Birshan, Ramat  Gan 
Arieh Lapid, Israel 
G.S. Hanuka,  Ramat  Gan 
Ray Sopher, London 
S.M. Nissim, Tet Aviv 
Naim Zivli, Ashdod 
Mrs, V. Menashy, London 
Arie Elias, Givatayim 
David Tweg, Ramat  Gan 
Sasson Somekh, Jerusalem 
Albert Kattan, Ramat  Gan 
Pro~. Dav'ta Sernah, ~ai~a 
Enwar Nathan,  London 
Salim M. Haim, Los Angeles 
I. Chitaiat, Rama~ Gan 
Mr. & Mrs. Solomon Ezra, Jerusalem 
Meir Mukamel,  Tel AvivO 
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COOKERY CORNER 
Terbiyeli Tebit 

- a v a r i a t i o n  o f  T e b i t  

b y  L i s e t t e  D a v i d  

(This recipe has come about as a result 
of an argument between the children, all 
wanting a lot of stuffing from the original 
Tebit. I found that by filling the whole skin 
with as much stuffing as possible, then 
there are no more arguments and they all 
can have a share). 

Ingredients: 
1 x 5lAIb roaster, the skin removed in one 
piece (see below). 

T h e  stuffing: 
11/2 cups (approx t l oz )  basmati rice, 

soaked in cold water for 2 hours 
Flesh of the chicken, cut in IA inch chunks 
2 medium (5oz) onions, finely chopped 
3 tbsps oil 
3 tbsps tomato pur~e 
1 cup water 
2oz margarine, chopped in little bits 
2 rounded tbsps mixed spices 
Salt and black pepper to taste 

T h e  sauce.* 
1 x 15oz can chopped tomatoes 
2 tbsps tomato pur te  
1 large sliced onion 
1V2 cups (12 fl.oz) water 
1 teaspoon salt 
10 grinds black pepper 
2 tbsps oil 
1 tbsp mixed spices 

Persuade the butcher to skin the chick- 
en. If he demurs, proceed yourself as 
follows: using a sharp knife, cut round the 
skin at the end joint of the wings and legs, 
then loosen the skin from the flesh all over 
the bird, using your fingers. Finally pull off 
the skin as though "undressing" the bird, 
finishing with the legs. 

T o  m a k e  the stuffing: 
Saut~ the chopped onions in the oil until 

golden, then add the raw chicken chunks 
and the tomato purge, and cook until the 
chicken has browned well. Stir in the well- 
rinsed rice and the water, and keep stirring 
to avoid sticking. 

When almost all the moisture has evapo- 
rated, take the pan off the heat and add the  
chopped margarine, the spices, salt and 
pepper. Sew up the skin, leaving an aper- 
ture, stuff, then transfer the stuffed skin to 
a large casserole and re-form with your 
hands into the shape of a flattened chicken. 
(Can be frozen at this stage). Whisk all the 
sauce ingredients in a bowl and pour over 
the "bird". Cover with foil and bake for 3 
hours in a moderate oven (Gas No.5,375F, 
190C) until the "bird" is rich brown and 
has absorbed all liquid. 

Wel t  done ,  L i se t te !  

Variation: 
You may add the can of chopped tom- 

aloes to the stuffing ingredients, reduce the 
water accordingly and dispense with the 
saucc altogether. In that case, brush the 
stuffed skin with the 2 tablespoons of oil. 

Some people refuse to part with their 
recipes or they give them in a mutilated 
form. What do you think of them?O 

The Laws of Passover 
In commemoration of the Lord having 

spared the firstborn of Israel on the first 
Passover night, every Jewish male firstborn 
- of the father or of the mother, and even 
following a miscarriage, must fast on Pas- 
sover. Eve. For the firstborn under 13, the 
father has to fast. If it falls on the Sabbath, 
fast on Thursday. On taking part in a feast 
of a religious nature, one breaks the fast. 

It is forbidden to eat matzah on Passover 
Eve, in order that at the Seder the matzah 
should have the flavour of originality. 

We must dispose of all h a m e t z  by 10am 
on Passover Eve. 

The five types of grain from which 
h a m e t z  (leaven) can be made are: wheat, 
spelt, barley, oats and rye. Legumes, such 
as rice, beans and lentils cannot become 
h a m e t z  at all. The general Sephardi custom 
is to permit them, as long as they have 
been thoroughly checked before Passover 
for the presence of any of the five types of 
grain. 

On Sabbath eve, light candies, then say 
blessings; on other days say blessings and 
light candles at same time. 

The Seder Service must commence half 
an hour after sunset, on both nights. 

We must relate the story of the exodus 
from Egypt on Passover night. 

We must eat matzah on Passover night. 
It is customary to eat a roasted egg, after 

reciting the appropriate blessing, in com- 
memoration of the pilgrimage sacrifice. It 
is usually eaten at the end of the meal but, 
if children are present, it can be eaten after 
m a  neshtanna.  Some people believe that 
eating the egg is a sign of mourning. This is 
wrong. The egg is a symbol of life and 
denotes the renewal of nature at spring- 
time. 

Every person is obliged to drink four 
cups of wine or grape juice at the Seder. 
The capacity of the cup should be about 
87ml. wine and water. Each time, the 
greater part of that quantity is drunk. It is 
customary to have the wine prepared by 
another person, as a sign of freedom. 

On drinking the four cups, as well as on 
eating the matzah, the korekh and the 
afikaman, one leans to the left side, as was 
the custom in ancient times among free 
noblemen who used to dine on couches in a 
leaning position. 

If you drink wine without leaning, you 
have to drink again. 

The Talmud (Pcsahim 108a) stresses that 

A Baghdad i  smoking  his na rgu i l a  
(from N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  M a g a z i n e ) .  
Leaning on the left  is still  cus tomary  in 
the Midd le  E a s t O  

to lean on the right is possibly dangerous, 
as it could cause a person to choke, as the 
food or drink may go into the windpipe 
before the gullet. (Leaning on the left also 
leaves the right hand free)O 

Festival of Freedom 
"In every generation," says the Hagadah 

recited on Passover, "it is incumbent on every 
Jew to imagine that he himself left Egypt." This 
is because he should appreciate the tree mean- 
ing of Freedom, with its rights and privileges, as 
well as its duties and responsibilities. 

The Exodus was the prototype of all the great 
national liberation movements in subsequent 
centuries. It had, moreover, an additional pur- 
pose. This was manifest at the Revelation on 
Mount Sinai when the Almighty gave Moses the 
Torah, including the Ten Commandments, 
which became the basis of civilised society. Thus 
the famous doctrine of "freedom under the law" 
was expounded to prevent liberty degenerating 
into licence. 

The tremendous revolutions in Eastern Euro- 
pe. as well as in the Soviet Ofiian in recent 
months with the overthrow of Communist dic- 
tators and doctrines, is part of this same process 
of extending freedom under the law through the 
setting up of the framework of Democracy. The 
revolutions are considered more momentous than 
the French Revolution of 1789 or the nation- 
state revolutions of 1848, because they occurred 
peacefully, with the exception of Romania. 

During Passover we are reminded of the 
famous Shirat Moshe (the song of Moses) sung 
at the parting of the Red Sea and the drowning 
of the Egyptian armies: "'Mi el Kamocha . . . 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, glorious in 
holiness, revered in praises, doing wonders." It 
is said that a simple maidservant at that moment 
of history had a greater insight into the works of 
the Almighty than many a subsequent prophet. 
Thus Freedom and Social Justice are the twin 
ideals exemplified by zeman herutenu, the Sea- 
son of our Freedom, PassoverO P.S.G. 

Israeli Television 
Israeli Television sent a team of six to London 

to film a documentary on the Jews of Iraq in 
Britain - the first in a promising and interesting 
series to be catled The Jews o f  the East in the 
West. 

These documentaries are being made at the 
initiative of Baghdadi-born Mr. Yacov Lamdan 
(Muallem) who is the producer of the series. Mr. 
Meir Avihod, born in Basrah, is the director. 

It is interesting to note that the temporary 
Director General of Israel's Television is Mr. 
Nessim Mashaa] and the Director of Program- 
mes. is Mr. Yosef Semah - both Iraqi born. 
:"The documentary should be ready in May/ 
JuneO 

We sadly report the death in Montreal, last 
February, of  Mr. Sasson Abed atthe age o1'93. 

Born in Baghdad, he went to Basrah after 
WWI,  where he was head of  the Community 
in the forties. In Baghdad he served on 
several communal committees and was direc- 
tor of the Lawees automobile business. 

He donated substantial sums to the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem and to ebadtles in 
Canada and Israel i  M.S.B. 

T h e  Scribe comes  out  at  irregular 
intervals.  Readers  can  follow the 
sequence  b y  the issue n u m b e r s O  
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